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Genetically Modified Organism (GMO): 
Smart or Scary?


Instructions:
	The class will be divided into two groups to have a debate on whether or not genetically modified foods are healthy or unhealthy. Each person is to research genetically modified foods and answer the questions below. After researching the topic and answering the appropriate questions either for or against genetically modified foods, you are to write a short essay (3 to 4 sentences) explaining your own personal opinion about genetically modified foods being healthy or unhealthy. Make sure to use facts learned in your research.


Everyone will answer:


1. What is the definition of a genetically modified organism?



2. Briefly explain the process of genetically modifying a food.



3. List 5 examples of genetically modified foods.




Pros of GMO’s


1. Why should we genetically modified foods?


2. How does it benefit the consumer?


3. What are some of the health and environmental pros of GMO’s?


4. How do GMO’s benefit the farmer/rancher?


5. What is the cost of GMO’s?


6. Where can you purchase genetically modified foods?
7. Should GM foods be labeled?


8. Interesting facts to support debate position:




Cons of GMO’s


1. Why should we not genetically modified foods?


2. What are some of the health and environmental cons of GMO’s?


3. How does GMO’s harm the farmer/rancher?


4. Why is it important to society to stay away from genetically modified foods?


5. Do GMO’s serve a purpose?


6. Where can you purchase non-genetically modified foods?


7. Should GM foods be labeled?


8. Interesting facts to support debate position:




Sources to use for research:

U.S. Food and Drug Administration
http://www.fda.gov/Food/default.htm
Seeds of Deception


Institute for Responsible Technology
http://www.responsibletechnology.org/gmo-education
Just Label It
http://justlabelit.org/
Organic Consumers Association
http://www.organicconsumers.org/
Center for Food Safety
http://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/


ProQuest
http://www.csa.com/discoveryguides/gmfood/overview.php
facility outstanding
Better Health Channel
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/bhcv2/bhcarticles.nsf/pages/Genetically_modified_foods


